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•	 To develop original ap-
proaches to research prob-
lems.

•	 To learn how to be inde-
pendent in creating new 
knowledge and learning how 
to transmit that knowledge.

•	 To develop a high level of ac-
ademic and research ethics.

The duration of the interdisci-
plinary doctoral programme in 
the Humanities and Social Sci-
ences at the Faculty of Arts and 
the Faculty of Social Sciences, 
University of Ljubljana, is 4 
years (240 ECTS credits) and 
represents the third level of the 

The basic goals of the doctoral 
programme The Humanities and 
Social Sciences are for students:

•	 To acquire a thorough under-
standing of a wider research 
field and to excel in research 
in their specific field.

•	 To become capable of ma-
ture, independent and criti-
cal thinking.
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Bologna cycle. The programme 
meets all the criteria for doctoral 
studies established by the Eu-
ropean University Association. 
This enables the direct inclu-
sion of programme components 
in international exchanges with 
universities from other countries 
using the ECTS system. 

The programme consists of or-
ganised classes (60 ECTS cred-
its) and individual research 
work for the doctoral thesis (180 
ECTS credits).

The ultimate goal is an ac-
complished doctoral student, 
who excels in research, whose 

results are internationally veri-
fied and who is capable of engag-
ing in high quality independent 
research. In view of the needs 
reported by higher education 
and research institutions, pri-
mary and secondary education, 
cultural institutions, public in-
stitutes, economic bodies, and 
various state and non-govern-
mental organisations employing 
social-sciences graduates, the 
present doctoral programme, The 
Humanities and Social Sciences, 
provides for basic and applied 
research, independent scien-
tific, research and teaching work 
and various other types of work 
requiring a top-level education 
and the ability to produce and 
apply new knowledge in differ-
ent fields of the humanities and 
social sciences.
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10.	HISTORY
11.	ART HISTORY
12.	INFORMATION SCIENCE
13.	LINGUISTICS AND PHI-
LOLOGY

14.	LITERARY STUDIES
15.	MUSICOLOGY
16.	PEDAGOGY
17.	PERSONALITY PSY-
CHOLOGY

18.	PHILOSOPHY
19.	SLAVIC STUDIES
20.	SLOVENE STUDIES
21.	SOCIOLOGY OF CULTURE
22.	STUDIES IN DEVELOP-
MENTAL PSYCHOLOGY

23.	THEORETICAL PSYCHO-
ANALYSIS

24.	TRANSLATION STUDIES

Fields coordinated by the Fac-
ulty of Social Sciences: 

1.	 COMMUNICATION SCI-
ENCES

2.	 CULTURAL STUDIES
3.	 DEFENCE STUDIES
4.	 DEVELOPMENTAL STUD-
IES

5.	 DIPLOMACY
6.	 ENVIRONMENTAL AND 
SPATIAL STUDIES

7.	 HUMAN RESOURCES 
AND ORGANISATIONAL 
STUDIES

8.	 INTERNATIONAL RELA-
TIONS

9.	 JOURNALISM STUDIES
10.	LIFE COURSE STUDIES
11.	MANAGEMENT AND 
DEVELOPMENT OF OR-
GANISATIONS

12.	MARKETING COMMUNI-
CATION

13.	MILITARY SOCIOLOGY 
STUDIES

14.	POLICY ANALYSIS
15.	POLITICAL SCIENCE
16.	PSYCHOLOGY OF COM-
MUNICATION

The doctoral programme leads 
to the degree of Doctor of Phi-
losophy in 63 subject fields.

Fields coordinated by the Fac-
ulty of Arts: 

1.	 ANDRAGOGY
2.	 APPLIED PSYCHOLOGY 
STUDIES

3.	 ARCHAEOLOGY
4.	 ASIAN AND AFRICAN 
STUDIES

5.	 EXPERIMENTAL PSY-
CHOLOGY

6.	 ETHNOLOGY, CULTURAL 
AND SOCIAL ANTHRO-
POLOGY

7.	 FOREIGN LANGUAGE 
DIDACTICS

8.	 GEOGRAPHY
9.	 HERITOLOGY
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17.	PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION
18.	PUBLIC RELATIONS
19.	SECURITY STUDIES
20.	SOCIOLOGY
21.	SOCIAL INFORMATICS
22.	SOCIAL AND POLITICAL 
ANTHROPOLOGY

23.	SOCIAL AND POLITICAL 
PSYCHOLOGY

24.	STUDIES OF EVERYDAY 
LIFE

Fields coordinated by the Acad-
emy of Music: 
1.	 COMPOSITION AND THE-
ORY OF MUSIC

2.	 MUSICAL PEDAGOGY

Field coordinated by the Acad-
emy of of Theatre, Radio, Film 
and Television: 
1.	 PERFORMING ARTS 
STUDIES

Fields coordinated by the Fac-
ulty of Arts and the Faculty of 
Social Sciences: 
1.	 AMERICAN STUDIES
2.	 BALKAN STUDIES
3.	 EPISTEMOLOGY OF THE 
HUMANITIES AND SO-
CIAL SCIENCES

4.	 ETHNIC AND MIGRA-
TION STUDIES

5.	 EUROPEAN STUDIES
6.	 GENDER STUDIES
7.	 GLOBALISATION STUDIES
8.	 MEDIA STUDIES
9.	 SOCIAL SCIENCES 
METHODOLOGY

Field coordinated by the Fac-
ulty of Arts, the Faculty of So-
cial Sciences and the Faculty of 
Theology: 
1.	 RELIGIOUS STUDIES 

Field coordinated by the Acad-
emy of Fine Arts and Design:
1.	 FINE ART STUDIES

Field coordinated by the Faculty 
of Social Work:
1.	 SOCIAL WORK

The doctoral programme in the 
Humanities and Social Sciences 
is a joint programme for all of 
the social science and humani-
ties subjects fostered by the 
Faculty of Social Sciences and 
the Faculty of Arts. The pro-
gramme retains and upgrades 
all the aspects of previous forms 
of doctoral studies which have 
provided optimal quality of stu-
dent research work by comple-
menting them with elements to 
further improve their quality. It 
emphasises the connection be-
tween study and research, coop-
eration among institutions, the 
European mobility of students 
and teachers, and the develop-
ment of interdisciplinary and 
innovative approaches to study 
and research.



STRUCTURE OF 
THE PROGRAMME  
BY YEAR

YEAR I:  60 ECTS, ORGANISED FORMS 40 ECTS
Compulsory core course I – 10 ECTS
Compulsory core course II – 10 ECTS
Elective seminar course I – 10 ECTS
Elective seminar course II – 10 ECTS
Research work (Preparation of the doctoral dissertation topic ) – 20 
ECTS

YEAR II:  60 ECTS, ORGANISED FORMS 10 ECTS
External course - 10 ECTS
Research work: Elaboration of the doctoral dissertation topic – 15 
ECTS, Registration and public presentation of the doctoral disserta-
tion topic – 15 ECTS, Work on the original scientific paper - 20 ECTS

YEAR III:  60 ECTS
Individual research work - 60 ECTS

YEAR IV:  60 ECTS, ORGANISED FORMS 10 ECTS
Research work: Work on the doctoral dissertation and the original sci-
entific paper – 50 ECTS
Presentation of the results of the research work before the defence of 
the doctoral dissertation in front of a Committee to monitor the doctoral 
student – 5 ECTS
Public defence of the doctoral dissertation – 5 ECTS

The structure of the programme 
is designed to emphasise organ-
ised study in the first year and 
at the beginning of the second 
year, while the later emphasis is 
on research and the preparation 
of the doctoral thesis.



COURSE PRESENTATION
COMPULSORY CORE COURSES

Compulsory core courses are 
basic methodological and theo-
retical courses, compulsory for 
all students enrolled in individual 
programme fields; students reg-
ister 20 ECTS of courses upon 
agreement with their supervisor. 
Courses are implemented in an or-
ganised way, which is adjusted ac-
cording to the number of students. 
Individual fields can form more 
core courses if needed. Related 
fields can offer joint core courses 
to facilitate their implementation.

EXTERNAL COURSES

External courses are electives 
enabling inter-institutional and 
international mobility. In agree-
ment with the student’s supervi-
sor and in line with the doctoral 
thesis topic, the student selects 
course(s) worth 10 ECTS from 
outside the institution at which 
he/she is enrolled.

DOCTORAL SEMINARS 

Doctoral seminars direct students 
towards their selected study 
field, confirmed by the doctoral 
thesis topic. Every year facul-
ties provide for the preparation 
and implementation of elective 
seminar courses, adjusted to stu-
dents’ specific fields of study or 
the doctoral thesis topic. They are 
implemented as elective semi-
nar courses for restricted groups 
of students from the same field, 
or as individual work with stu-
dents. Such a design provides 
for the highest level of flexibil-
ity, a tailor-made approach that 
meets individual student needs 
adjusted to research interests and 
enables prompt integration of the 
latest research findings and topi-
cal issues. Upon agreement with 
the supervisor and in line with 
the research topic of the doctoral 
thesis, students select seminars 
worth 20 ECTS. They are im-

plemented as organised forms of 
study; implementation depends 
upon the number of students.

ORIGINAL SCIENTIFIC PAPER

Upon the first submission the stu-
dent also submits the published 
original academic paper. If the 
original academic paper has not 
yet been published, the student 
shall submit a proof of the edito-
rial office that his original aca-
demic paper has been accepted 
for publication.

PRESENTATION OF THE PRELIMINARY 
RESULTS OF THE RESEARCH WORK

When  the research work is in its 
final phase the student submits 
a draft version of the doctoral 
thesis and presents the research 
results, with an emphasis on the 
main findings and contribution 
to academic research.



CONDITIONS FOR 
PROGRESSION 
IN THE PROGRAMME

of the topic of doctoral disserta-
tion by the Committee to monitor 
the doctoral student confirmed 
by the Senate of the Member are 
required for enrolment in the 3rd 
year of study.

Condition for progression into the 
4th year is the topic of the doc-
toral dissertation confirmed by 
the Senate of the UL.

The fourth year is devoted to indi-
vidual research work, preparation 
of the scientific paper, presenta-
tion of the results of the research 
work and preparation and de-
fence of the doctoral dissertation. 

The completion of 40 ECTS in 
organised forms of study are re-
quired for progression to the 2nd 
year of study. 

The completion of 10 ECTS in or-
ganised forms of study and a posi-
tive assessment of the suitability 
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CONDITIONS FOR 
PROGRESSION 
IN THE PROGRAMME

YEAR I 40 ECTS – ORGANISED FORMS OF STUDY YEAR II

YEAR II 10 ECTS – ORGANISED FORMS OF STUDY

+ THE POSITIVE ASSESSMENT OF THE SUITABILITY 
OF THE TOPIC OF DOCTORAL DISSERTATION BY THE 
COMMITTEE TO MONITOR THE DOCTORAL STUDENT 
CONFIRMED BY THE SENATE OF THE MEMBER 

YEAR III

YEAR III THE TOPIC OF THE DOCTORAL DISSERTATION CON-
FIRMED BY THE SENATE OF THE UL. 

YEAR IV

YEAR IV ALL OBLIGATIONS (ORGANISED FORMS OF STUDY) 
COMPLETED (50 ECTS)

+ ORIGINAL SCIENTIFIC PAPER

+ PRESENTATION OF THE RESULTS OF THE RE-
SEARCH WORK BEFORE THE DEFENCE OF THE 
DOCTORAL DISSERTATION

+PUBLIC DEFENCE OF THE DOCTORAL 	
DISSERTATION

PROGRAMME 
CONCLUSION

Students who have already completed a pre-Bologne masters degree (science) and who upon registra-
tion, in line with the Higher Education Act, are credited with 60 ECTS may, in line with the Criteria 
for Transfer between Study Programmes, enrol directly in the second year, if all the obligations of the 
first year of study have been recognised.



ADMISSION 
REQUIREMENTS
The doctoral programme in the Humanities and Social Sciences is in 
accordance with the final paragraph of Article 38a and Article 16 of 
the transitional and final provision of the Higher Educational Act open 
for the enrolment of graduates from:
•	 2nd cycle study programmes.
•	 Study programmes leading to a university degree (adopted prior to 
June 11, 2004).

•	 Study programmes leading to a specialisation (adopted prior to 
June 11, 2004), following a previously completed higher educa-
tion study programme; upon the proposal of a field coordinator 
responsible for the doctoral programme, a competent body of a 
member faculty determines study obligations worth 30 to 60 ECTS 
needed for enrolment in the third level doctoral programme.

•	 Study programmes leading to a master’s degree or a specialisation 
(adopted prior to June 11, 2004) following the completion of a first 
degree; upon the proposal of a field coordinator responsible for 
the doctoral programme, a competent body of a member faculty 
acknowledges study obligations to the value of at least 60 ECTS, 
thus enabling enrolment in a third level doctoral programme.

•	 Study programmes regulated by EU directives, or any other uni-
form Master's Degree Programme with an equivalent of 300 ECTS.

•	 Students who finished equivalent education abroad meet the con-
ditions for enrolment in doctoral study. Equivalence of formerly 
obtained education abroad is ascertained through the process of 
verification of foreign education, in compliance with the Statute of 
the University of Ljubljana.

Before registration it is necessary to get the supervisor’s agreement.



ADMISSION 
REQUIREMENTS

CRITERIA FOR  SELECTION OF STUDENTS 

Criteria for selection in the case of enrolment restrictions. 
•	 Success (grade-point average) in the following (50%): 
°	 2nd cycle study programmes
°	 Existing study programmes leading to university degrees
°	 Existing study programmes leading to a specialisation, following a 
previously completed first degree

°	 Existing study programmes leading to a masters degree or spe-
cialisation after the completion of a university degree,

°	 study programmes regulated by EU directives, or any other uni-
form Master's Degree Programme with an equivalent of 300 ECTS.

•	 result of the exam in the chosen field of study (50%). 

Upon the approval of the coordinator, an appropriate faculty member re-
sponsible for the doctoral study decides the applicant’s suitability.

APPLICATION FOR ENROLMENT 

The candidates must submit their application for enrolment into the doc-
toral study programmes online via the eVŠ online portal (http://portal.
evs.gov.si/prijava/) . Detailed instructions for filling out the form are also 
available on the above website.

The procedure for recognition of foreign higher education credentials or 
diplomas for admission to the doctoral study programmes starts with the 
application for study in Slovenia. The procedure is conducted by the au-
thorised person at Faculty of Arts.

Guidance through the application and the required evidence is available on 
the Ministry of Education, Science and Sport, and Faculty of Arts web-sites.
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